lines the need for such a volume, presenting the interested reader with material not readily accessible.
DONNA BRINTON
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Teaching American English Pronunciation. Peter Avery and Susan Ehrlich. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992. Pp. xvi + 254.
In the early 1980s, the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship issued a 44-page forerunner of Teaching American English Pronunciation (Department of the Provincial Secretary and Citizenship, no date); in 1987 Avery and Ehrlich edited an issue of TESL Canada's TESL Talk (Vol. 17, No. 1), which included material from the ministry work. These earlier publications were prized by the teachers who were able to obtain them, and this current Oxford volume will be hailed as a now readily available resource for ESL teachers and program planners.
Teaching American English Pronunciation is a welcome addition to a small but growing literature of linguistically and pedagogically sound pronunciation references for ESL professionals. It fits nicely into a timely genre of resource texts and papers that explore aspects of a "communicative" pronunciation focus, while continuing to include useful facets of a more "traditional" pronunciation focus. Thus teachers are provided with an array of practice options from which they can choose those which best meet the oral communication needs of their students at given times. This dual attention is an essential component of today's perspectives on pronunciation curricula: one focus on macrolevels of oral communication/discourse pronunciation features (e.g., the discourse functions of prosodies and vocal features) and another focus on microlevels of discrete-point pronunciation features (e.g., sound segments, conditioned segmental combinations and variations, and sentence-level prosodic features).
The text is designed for the practicing professional. The material Avery and Ehrlich have assembled makes the book a clearly written and easyto-use teaching reference. It is unpretentious in its style and in its manner of presentation. Its treatment of articulatory phonetics and phonology concepts and terminology is largely clear and accurate but is not overwhelming in its physical and physiological detail. As helpful as this text is as a personal information resource, it should also prove useful in preservice MATESL programs or in in-service continuing education formats.
The volume is divided into three sections. Part 1 presents six chapters of background information on the sound system of English. The vowel system presented is characterized as "the English used in the national media in the USA and by a large number of North American speakers" (p. 28). Chapters 1-4 comprise two thirds of this section; they focus on sound segments and include sound-spelling considerations, descriptions of the individual vowel and consonant sounds, sounds in context, and syllable structure. Chapters 5 and 6 provide very brief and necessarily generalized commentaries on word stress and vowel reduction, rhythm, sentence stress and intonation, and modifications of sounds in connected speech.
Part 2 focuses on the identification and correction of specific pronunciation problems. It includes discussions of both general problem areas and specific problems of 14 language groups, with the caveat that the list of problems is in no way intended to be exhaustive. The information presented here will be especially helpful to novice teachers with limited experience. Unfortunately source references for this material are not given, but for more extensive information teachers can consult other sources which are referenced in the annotated section, Further Reading.
The final part of the book focuses on classroom activities. Eight chapters of about 10 pages each discuss some key considerations. They are quite brief but serve readers well as an introduction to a variety of concepts and practical issues in the teaching of pronunciation. The annotated Further Reading lists 18 student texts and teacher reference books. It also includes a bibliography of 55 books and articles and a useful glossary.
The thoughtful comments of Carlos Yorio in the Foreword to the 1987 TESL Talk forerunner of Teaching American English Pronunciation are as true today as they were then:
This text is applied linguistics in the very best sense. This book will give classroom teachers the theory they need so that they will be able to make their pronunciation classes practical and, as we all know, there is nothing more practical than a good theory. (p. 6)
